
 
 
 

To the Parishioners of St. Joseph’s Oatley 
 
 

As the spread of the Covid-19 infection in Australia, and in our own State 
of New South Wales is easing, the Government, with the advice of Health 
Authorities, is gradually winding back some of the restrictions that have been 
put in place to stop the spread of the virus.  These measures seem to have been 
successful in flattening the curve.  However, we are not out to the woods just yet.  
We all have to be patient, follow carefully the guidelines and restrictions that are 
currently in place, and be encouraged by the efforts that are being made. 
 

The fixed point of the Liturgical celebrations of the Church’s year is 
Easter.   At Easter we celebrate, par excellence, the Paschal Mystery, that is the 
consummation of the Gospel message of repentance, the forgiveness of sins, and 
the victory over sin and death.  Because of the global spread of the Coronavirus, 
Easter this year has been a surreal experience.  With the closure of our Churches, 
and the inability to gather as a Christian community to participate in the Easter 
Ceremonies as we always have, we have had to make do with celebrating at 
home, either through social media or by private prayer.  This experience, no 
doubt, has driven home to all the sadness we feel when we cannot express our 
faith openly together, but only in lonely isolation.  Nevertheless, in our isolation 
we are still the Body of Christ, always keeping in mind the words of St. Peter 
“….you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that 
you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of the dark into his 
marvelous light.”  (1 Peter 2:9).   Also St. Paul encourages us:  “I appeal to you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”  (Romans 
12:1).  

  In our suffering and deprivation, it is well to remember the constant 
practice of all good Christians to offer up to almighty God, all our joys and 
sufferings in union with our Blessed Lord for the good of the Church.  Here again 
St. Paul teaches: “I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I complete 
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is the church…….” 
(Col 1:24). 

 
  While deprived of Eucharistic Communion will still long for union with 

Christ, and this we can do by making a spiritual communion.  Christ is always 
close to us and continually unites himself to us as long as we invite him in.  
Magister adest et vocat te  (The Master is here, and calls you.)   

 
Some weeks have passed now since the restrictions have been put into 

place, and now we are coming to the close of the Easter season.  Next Sunday is 
Ascension Day, which will be followed by Pentecost Sunday.   When Our Lord 
returned to heaven where he rightly belongs, having fulfilled the will of the 
Father, he is our powerful mediator at the right hand of the Father.  By his 
Ascension, having by his life, death and resurrection, conquered sin and death,  



he does not distance himself from us, but rather gives us the confidence to wait 
patiently in this life so that we may ultimately follow him in eternity.  As St. Paul 
says in his letter to the Church in Philippi “Our true homeland is in heaven, and 
from it we await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will change lowly body to be 
like his in glory, by the power which enables him even to subject all things to 
himself.”  (Phil 3:20-21).  In the meantime we patiently await his coming, as we 
patiently await the end of the restrictions.   On Pentecost Sunday we celebrate 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  It is the Holy Spirit that creates and renews.  
May the Church emerge post-pandemic, stronger and creative, and more vibrant 
and ready to give effective witness to the world. 

 
 
              Fr. Paul.   

 
 
 

Our Spiritual Communion 
 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the most Blessed Sacrament.  I love 
You above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot 
now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 
embrace You as if You have already come and unite myself wholly to you.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.   
 
 
Don’t forget that Mass from St. Mary’s Cathedral is streamed at 10.30am  Sunday 
and on demand at http://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/  or Sunday Mass for 
you at home televised on Channel Ten on Sunday mornings at 6 am.   The prayers 
of the Mass and Mass readings can be found on the weekly parish bulletin 
www.stjosephschurch.com.au  
 
If you wish to donate to the Church Account (Second Collection) there is a 
Bpoint facility on the parish website www.stjosephschurch.com.au under 
“Donations” on the menu.  Please follow the links.  If you do not wish to make 
an internet or online payment, please email the Office 
oatleycc@bigpond.net.au or contact 9580 1864.  
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