
 

 

 

To the Parishioners of St. Joseph’s, Oatley – No. 8 

 

At last I have been able to celebrate the Sunday Mass in our Parish Church with 

parishioners, although with limited number, and the weekday Masses have resumed as 

normal.  However, the precautions mandated by the Health Authorities are meticulously 

observed (social distancing, cleaning pews and surfaces, provision of hand sanitizer and the 

taking of names and contact details of those in attendance).  There have been no new cases of 

Coronavirus recorded in New South Wales for the last two weeks and we wait with 

anticipation for the further easing of restrictions.  Nevertheless, we must continue with our 

prayers there be no second wave of the virus to undo all the good efforts and the precautions 

that have been taken so far. 

It is good to see people around and about once more and life gradually coming back 

as before the pandemic, but it will take some time before things get fully back to normal.  We 

must especially keep in our prayers all those who are unemployed, or who have lost their 

livelihoods because of the lockdown, and also those who have been adversely affected,  such 

as the more vulnerable members of our community (the sick, the elderly, the homeless, and 

the mentally ill).  We must also thank Almighty God for those who have guided us through 

this crisis – Our Government leaders, Health Authorities, Researchers, Doctors, Nurses and 

Medical Professionals.  Without them and their guidance the pandemic in Australia could 

have been much worse as seen in other countries.  Whilst the restrictions are gradually being 

eased, we are not out of the woods just yet.  We must not be complacent or consider 

ourselves without risk, but continue putting into practice all the things that have been 

recommended, such as proper hygiene and washing of hands, use of sanitizer, keeping proper 

distance when out and about and in gatherings with others, and, if unwell, presenting oneself 

for testing, and self-isolating as required.  Most important of all is to have the COVIDsafe 

app on your iPhone. 

The liturgical pulse of the Church was disrupted when the lockdown began on the 

Fourth Sunday of Lent (22nd March).  This year Easter and the Solemnities following have 

passed us by, but perhaps not in spirit.  Last Sunday, Trinity Sunday, Masses were celebrated 

in our parish Church with some of our parishioners.  This Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity 

of the Body and Blood of Christ, commonly called Corpus Christi.  This special feast 

reawakens in us the great mystery of the Eucharist, which is the summit and source of our 

lives and Catholics.  In the Eucharist, the one true Sacrifice that Our Lord made once and for 

all on the cross of calvary for our salvation, is perpetuated in time, from the rising of the Sun 

to its setting, and in every place (cf. Malachi 1:11), even here in our humble village of 

Oatley.  This is why the Mass is so important for Catholics for in it we offer to the Father the 

Sacrifice that God Himself has provided for us, the Sacrifice of His only begotten Son.  And 

in addition, we offer ourselves as a living sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 



The Mass is also a Paschal Banquet of communion with the Our Lord’s body and 

blood.  When we receive the Blessed Sacrament, we receive Christ himself who has offered 

himself to us.  St. Paul, in his letter to the Christians in Corinth, writes:  For the tradition I 

received from the Lord and also handed on to you is that on the night he was betrayed, the 

Lord Jesus took some bread, and after he had given thanks, he broke it, and he said, “This is 

my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” And in the same way with the cup 

after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Whenever you drink it, do 

this in remembrance of me.”  As often as you eat this bread, then, and drink this cup, you are 

proclaiming the Lord’s death until he comes, so that anyone who eats the bread or drinks the 

cup of the Lord unworthily is answerable for the body and blood of the Lord. (1 Cor 11:23-

27) 

Because of our faith in the Mass and Holy Communion, and after such an extended 

period of separation during the lock down, it was to be expected that among our parishioners 

there was a real hunger for our Eucharistic Lord.  Perhaps this Sunday on the Solemnity of 

the Body and Blood of the Lord, we might reflect on what the Eucharist means to us.  In the 

words of the great Dominican theologian, St. Thomas Aquinas: Through this Holy meal in 

which Jesus Christ is received, the memorial of his passion is recalled, our lives are filled 

with his grace and the pledge of future glory is given to us. (O Sacrum convivium). 

 

                                                                  Fr Paul. 

   

 

Relaxation of restrictions concerning Churches.  With the further easing of the restrictions 

regarding attendance of parishioners at Church for worship.  We are now allowed to 

accommodate fifty (50) people for Mass during the week and on Sundays.  However, social 

distancing must still be observed (i.e. 4 square metres per person).  Our Church will hold at 

least forty persons according to this regulation, with another ten who could be accommodated 

in the Marion Hall.   

From Sunday, 7th June, the normal Mass timetable applies, i.e. 5 pm (Vigil), 8 am and 

10 am.  Weekday Masses will be at 8 am, Monday to Saturday (9 am on Public Holidays).   I 

invite parishioners who wish to attend the Sunday Mass, preferably to email the office 

oatleycc@bigpond.net.au , or contact Nicki, the Parish Secretary, on Thursday or Friday, to 

make a reservation (9580 1864).  Please nominate the Mass you wish to attend and the 

number of persons.  Parishioners who attended Mass last Sunday have already made their 

reservation for subsequent weeks.   However, if the demand exceeds the requirements, I 

would be happy to add another Mass to the Sunday, timetable, perhaps at 9 am.  Please note, 

only a maximum of fifty persons can attend any one Mass. 

Confessions are now available before the 5 pm Vigil Mass (4 pm to 4.45 pm). 
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If you wish to donate to the Church Account (Second Collection) there is a Bpoint facility 

on the parish website www.stjosephschurch.com.au  under “Donations” on the menu.  

Please follow the links. If you do not wish to make an internet or online payment, please 

email the Office oatleycc@bigpond.net.au or contact 9580 1864. 
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