
To the Parishioners of St. Josephs’ Oatley. 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, it is very sad indeed that the spread of the Covid-19 virus has 

forced the Federal and State Government to take drastic measures to ensure the safety of 

people and to contain the increasing number of infections that have been reported.  These 

measures include the closure of all Churches and places where people gather.  Consequently, 

Archbishop Fisher has announced that all public Masses and other communal devotions, 

whether inside or outdoors, are been suspended until further notice.  This also includes 

private prayer in the Church. 

It is no longer permissible for me take communion to the sick and the homebound on a 

regular basis. However, should a parishioner who is gravely ill or dying require Anointing of 

the Sick and Holy Communion, arrangements can be made by contacting me 0400 346 301. 

We are all urged to stay home and to minimize all gatherings of people.  If as a nation we are 

conscientious in following the current directions of the Government and Health authorities, 

we may be able to avoid an even tighter lockdown that would cause immense hardship for so 

many. 

Because of the indefinite suspension of the public celebration of Masses and ceremonies in 

the Church, all the of the faithful are dispensed from the requirement to attend Sunday Mass, 

but you are encouraged to keep Sunday holy by setting aside time for prayer, reading the 

Scriptures of the day, and making a Spiritual Communion.  In times of stress and danger, it 

has always been a Catholic tradition to seek the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

Recitation of the Rosary is especially commended during these troubling times. 

Once again, it is vitally important during this pandemic that we take heed of the instructions 

issued by the authorities, maintain good personal hygiene,  avoid unnecessary travel and have 

regard to those members of our community who require assistance:  the young, the elderly, 

the homeless, people with disabilities, the poor and the sick. 

Sunday Mass for you at home is televised on Channel Ten on Sunday mornings at 6am.  

The Australian Bishops have published a guide to praying at home during the period of 

isolation which can be accessed at https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome 

Daily Masses and Holy Week services will be celebrated privately at St. Mary’s Cathedral 

and live-streamed or available on demand at https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/ 

Financial Arrangements 

As the parish operates solely on the generous contributions of our Parishioners, either in the 

first and second collections taken up every Sunday at Mass, or through planned giving 

(Envelopes) or direct debit, the closure of the Church means that the Parish will face 

difficulties in maintaining financial viability. 

  

https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/


To all our envelope contributors, and those who contribute to the parish on a regular basis, I 

sincerely thank you for your past support and I ask that if you have the means to do so, you 

may consider contributing directly to the Parish Bank Account:   

               Bank Transfer:   BSB 062 – 784 Account 9095001 

  Name:  Oatley Church Account. 

 

I am aware, however, that due to the closure of many business, and the prospect of 

unemployment, some parishioners will be experiencing financial hardship. 

Other options for contributing to the parish are currently being explored, and I will notify you 

about them in due course. 

Email contact 

Our Parish email address list may be out of date.  If you receive this email but are no longer a 

member of the parish, or do not want to receive further emails, please let me know and I will 

remove your details for the parish list. 

From time to time I will keep in touch with you via email.  The Sunday bulletin will be 

available on our parish web site www.stjosephschurch.com.au  

 

Whilst the parish Church is closed, we must remember that we are the bricks and mortar that 

make the Church. We need to pull together as a Community, pray for and support one another 

due this time of crisis. 

Every day I will continue to offer Mass privately and I will offer it for your intentions. 

With you always in Our Lord Jesus Christ.  Pray for our Parish and pray for me. 

 

Fr. Paul. 
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