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25th December 2018 The Nativity of Our Lord 

 
 

 
 

The feast of Christmas is the celebration of a new age in the history of 
the world.  A child was given to us by whose coming the whole of 
creation was transformed.  Human life took on a completely new 
dimension from the supernational power with which the child was to 
endow it.  Death would no longer be an end; it would become a 
doorway to a new divine adventure without end.  For Christ came to 
give life and give it abundantly.   
 
Christ was the revelation of God to men.  It was an astonishing moment 
in the history of human affairs when, what the Fathers of the Church 
called “The Abbreviated Word”, came into our world clothed in human 
flesh and have human powers.  This was God expressing himself in a 
human body, in eyes and mouth and ears and hands and feet for “the 
same God who bade light shine out of darkness has kindled a light in 
our hearts whose shining is to make known his glory as he has 
revealed it in the features of Jesus Christ”.  In the Christmas crib is both 
God and man.  Omnipotence making itself weak, immortality being set 
on death, timelessness having a birthday. 
 
All this is a great mystery.  It stems from another mystery, that of love.  
For God is love.  He so loved the world that he sent his own Son into it.  
Centuries before Isaiah had prophesied “And the glory of the Lord will 

be revealed”.  Christ is that glory.  He is the splendour of God’s 
substance.  His human love is the gateway to divine love.  He said of 
himself that nobody goes to the Father except through him.  God who is 
the beginning spoke to men through his creation and afterwards 
through his prophets and his word in Scripture, but finally and most 
clearly through the Word made flesh – full of grace and truth. 
 
Message from Father Paul: 
 
Every Christmas brings a time of joy, celebration and renewal of 
friendships.  A time for families and a time of generosity and the giving 
of gifts.  Christ is the reason we celebrate.  The Child in the manager is 
God’s gift to us and the promise of reconciliation and peace.  May he 
bring peace and happiness to you and your families.  A happy of holy 
Christmas to all. 
 
Many thanks to all who made our Christmas at St Joseph’s a 
memorable and wonderful experience. Our Acolytes, Readers Altar 
Servers, Ministers of Holy Communion, members of our Parish Choir, 
the Carreon Family, our Family Group musicians and our Parish 
organist, Norma Lonergan and Marion Binns. Also, thanks to those who 
have helped in many ways over the year; Our Catechists, led by 
Michael Cummins, our Sacramental Coordinators, Sandra Green and 
Kylie Strode and parents who volunteered to be session leaders, 
members of the St Vincent de Paul Society, those who prepare the 
Rosters, Caroline Dimeo, Catherine Clark and Richard McMillan. The 
Children’s Liturgy coordinated by Natalia Greguric, 
Helpers on Sundays and the Ladies of the Altar Society. 
 
The Altar Society Ladies are seeking new members. If you would like to 
volunteer on a Thursday afternoon or Friday morning to prepare the 
church for the weekend Masses, please contact Fr Paul. 
. 
 

 
Wishing you and your families the brightest joys of 
Christmas and many blessings for the coming New Year 
 

Schedule of Masses 
 
 
Wednesday       9am (Rosary 8.45)  
Thursday  12 Noon (Rosary 11.45) 
Friday   8 am (Rosary 7:45) 
Saturday  8 am (Rosary 7:45) 
 

 

Baptisms By appointment (usually 
Sunday, 11am) 

 

 

Confessions Saturday 4:00-4:45 pm  

 
Exposition Thursday, 9am to 

11.45am (with 
benediction at 11.30am) 

   
 
 
 

 
  
 
Marriages By appointment 
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